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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A sizing agent comprising a water-soluble soybean polysaccharide. 

2. The^izing agent according to claim 1, wherein said water-soluble 
soybean polysaiccharide is a water-soluble polysaccharide extracted frop 
soybean or soybean extraction residue and subjected to desalinatingy 
purification. 

3. The sizing ag^nt according to claim 1, further comprisMg a cationic 
polymer. 

4. The sizing agent According to claim 3, wherein said cationic 
polymer is fixed to said water-soluble soybean polysaccharide. 

5. The sizing agent accoVsding to claim 4, wherein said cationic 
polymer is graft-polymerized tAsaid water-solul^le soybean polysaccharide. 

6. The sizing agent according to claim 3/wherein said cationic 
polymer is an acrylic polymer, a vihyl polymer or an allyl polymer each 
having a quaternary amino group. ^ 

1. The sizing agent according tp/^laim 6, wherein said cationic 
polymer is a hydrophilic, synthetic4esin\comprising a structure unit having 
a quaternary amino group represented by^^he following general formula: 




wherein R^Rs are groups selected from the group consistpg of alkyi 
groups having 1-7 carbon atoms, aryl groups, benzyl groupk and 
combinations thereof, which may be the same or different, and X' is a 
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counter ion. 

8. The sizing agent according to claim 7, wherein said cationic 
polymer further comprises a structure unit derived from a hydrophilic 
acrylic, vinyl or allyl monomer, and/or a structure unit derived from a 

5 hydrophobic nronomer. 

9. The sizinXagent according to claim 1, further containing a 
surfactant. \ 

10. The sizing agent according to claim 3, furthep^ntaining a 
surfactant, \ y/^ 

0 11. The sizing agent according to clairnX^wherein said surfactant is a 
^'p nonionic surfactant having HLfe of 5~X5< 

f J 12. The sizing agent accordiiWo claim 10, wherein said surfactant is a 
Ca nonionic surfactant having HLBof\-15. 

13. The sizing agent aprording to ^im 3, wherein a weight ratio of 
JJ-S said cationic polymer to said water-soluble soybean polysaccharide is 0-50. 
iU 14. The sizing^ent according to claim 13, wherein the weight ratio of 
Cli said cationic odlymer to said water-soluble soyhean polysaccharide is 0.5- 

20. / \ 

15. /The sizing agent according to claim 9, wherein a weight ratio of 
20 saijdsurfactant to said water-soluble soybean polysaccharide is 0.05-200. 
/i6. The sizing agent according to claim 15, wherein the weight ratio of 

said surfactant to said water-soluble soybean polysaccharide is 0,1-10. 

17. A recording paper comprisin^i5rouslpul^and( ^^sjzii^^ 

comprising ^watgr^oluble s oybe^tTpoIysaccha ridg) 
2 5 18. The recording paper according to claim 17, wherein said sizing 

agent further comprises a cationic polymer. 

19. The recording paper according to claim 17, wherein said sizing 
agent further comprises a surfactant. 
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